Photography is a form of art product that has its own uniqueness. More importantly, it has been widely used in various media which include flyer pamphlets, newspapers, posters as well as digital media.
Introduction
The photos that are commonly uploaded on Instagram mostly contain the daily circumstances of users such as a photo of themselves which is also known as selfie (Zappavigna, 2016) . The current research found that more than 300 million photos have been uploaded on Instagram which are marked with the #Selfie tags as can be easily discovered from the search results (Tifentale & Manovich, 2015) . Moreover, it is important to note that everything is open and easily accessible in general. Apart from that, the limitations of distance and time have been overcome as a result of the advancement of technology, which then gives birth to freedom of expression in various forms such as art and media technology (Hogan, 2010; Sarvas & Frohlich, 2011) . In regard to this matter, it is crucial to understand that individual freedom is one of the values of democracy; hence, there are several approaches that are used in the study of global media communication which include an approach that explains how information can be freely disseminated through the media (McQuail, 1992; Kaplan & Haenlein, 2010; Chaffey, 2016) . Therefore, there have been several attempts to explain how the photos are shared on a social media site known as Instagram with the purpose of maintaining the values of individual freedom and its meaning, particularly referring to the freedom of communication (Zappavigna, 2016) . Photography is a branch of art that is full of beauty and it is also regarded as one of the effective communication media due to its visual power which is able to carry messages without requiring a huge amount of words (Zappavigna, 2016 (Dwityas & Briandana, 2017) . Next, this message will then be stimulated to create meaning for oneself whereby the meaning is more or less related to the meaning that was originally created (Fiske, 2012) .
The more we share the same code, the more likely we are to use the same sign system, thus ensuring that the two "meanings" will be more similar to each other. The commonly used terms include signs, significance, icons, indexes, denotations, connotations which are regarded as different ways of creating meaning (Fiske, 2012) .
Photography
Photography comes from the Greek word "Photos" (light) and "Grafo" (painting / writing). Literally photography is described as a painting/writing produced through a medium of light. In general terms, photography refers to a process or method that generates images or photographs of an object by recording the reflection of light that is objected to it on a lightsensitive medium (Solomon-Godeau & Nochlin, 1991) . The most popular tool for capturing this light is the camera. In other words, no images or photos can be produced without the help of the light. Moreover, the aid of a measuring instrument in the form of a light meter can be used in generating the right light intensity to produce the image. Finally, a photographer can adjust the intensity of the light by changing the combination after obtaining the correct lighting size (Solomon-Godeau & Nochlin, 1991) .
Humanism and Social Criticism
The purpose of humanism is to humanize other human beings. In this case, humanism aims to put forward the humanity in regard to their behaviour. According to Combs, Richards, & Richards (1976) humanism refers to feeling, perception, belief, and intentions which are regarded as the inner behaviors that differentiate a particular individual from the others. Hence, it is necessary for a person to understand how he thinks and feels about himself in order to understand others. In other words, one must change his perception in order to change the behavior of others. Humanism is a general term that describes different ways of thinking with the focus on general outward in regard to human issues (Combs et al., 1976) .
Humanism has been regarded as a type of ethical doctrine with an extended scope for the purpose of reaching all human ethnicity, which is clearly contrasting the traditional ethical systems that only apply certain ethnic groups (Jay, 1978) .
Social criticism is one form of communication within a society that serves as a control over the course of a social system or social process (Bagozzi & Lee, 2002) . In this context, social criticism is considered as one of the important variables in maintaining the social system. More importantly, numerous social or individual actions that tend to deviate from social and moral-order order of the society can be prevented through the function of social criticism (Ritzer, 2004) . Overall, social criticism serves as a vehicle for the conservation and reproduction of a social system or society (Bate, 2004) .
Semiotics Roland Barthes
Roland Barthes is the successor of Saussure's thought. Saussure was interested in the complex way of sentence formation as well as the way that sentence formation determines meaning (Barthes, 1988) . However, he had no interest on the fact that the same sentence may convey different meanings to individuals with different circumstances. Therefore, Barthes (1988) continued the thought by emphasizing the interaction between the text and the personal and cultural experience of its users by also taking into account the interaction between convention in the text as well as the conventions experienced and expected by its users. In this case, Barthes's idea is described as order of significations (Barthes, 1988) .
Methodology
The current research is known to be critical; hence, a qualitative approach was adopted to conduct the present study. Critical research is a discourse on reality with a particular ideological orientation which include neo-Marxism, materialism, feminism, participatory inquiry, and equivalent understandings (Jankowski & Jensen, 2002) . Ontologically, the critical viewpoint is considered similar to postpositivism, particularly in regard to assessing critical realism that cannot be properly seen only by relying on human observation. Reality is described as something "pseudo" that is formed through historical processes as well as social, cultural, and economic-political forces (Eriyanto, 2001 
Results and Discussion
The results of the present study revealed that Ren Hang's photographs contain messages or meanings related to social criticism and humanism. The outcomes of this study managed to produce the following images based on Roland Barthes semiotics:
First, the culture of the society describes that human body must be covered (Mulyana, 2017 In the semiology of Barthes (1988) , the message is a sign of construction whereby an interaction with the receiver is able to produce meaning. More importantly, the interpretation of the signs means each object that is communicated does not only carry information, but also constitutes a structured system and a sign of finding meaning. In this case, the first level of signage (denotation), revealed that the reality of the photographs represented the messages to be conveyed. Next, the meaning and message of social criticism, humanism, feminism as well as harmony with the elements of nature, the relationship between humans shown by the photos act as the second order of signage (connotation).
In addition, myth managed to be identified as a cultural way of thinking about something as well as a way of conceptualizing or understanding a thing according to the framework of Roland
Barthes. In this case, it is important to understand that myth is not a concept or idea, but a way of signifying the significance of a form.
Furthermore, myth is determined based on the way they are conveyed. The myths found in Ren
Hang's photographs are described as follows: 
3.
Extending an identical hand by giving or splashing something. The symbolism of the hand has existed since the days of ancient cultures. In the language of Celtic symbolism, the meaning of the hand is connected to authority and power. Apart from that, spiritual powers are also issued by hand which is believed to be used by gods and goddesses to store energy.
Conclusion
The 
